
REPORT TO SWAN C.C. APRIL 2023 
 
I apologise I am not with you tonight, but I am booked to speak at another function. 
I am pleased to report to Council that steady progress continues with Neighbourhood 
Watch in the area. I have carried out numerous public engagements meeting residents 
across the whole district and each time I have strengthen SWAN C C area. 
 
These remain the risks and I do not see changing through 2023. 
 

1. Garages, sheds, allotment sheds and any form of external storage. 
2. Cars, nothing must be left on show when parked. 
3. Vans with tools and equipment stored inside when parked overnight. 
4. Parcels form doorsteps, the delivery vans are now followed. 
5. Number plate thefts to facilitate driving from a garage forecourt without paying. 
6. Number plate thefts to cover other more serious crime. 
7. Catalytic converter thefts. 

I am however, very concerned at Bogus callers/Rogue traders/Unsolicited work offers. 
 

 



Sadly so many of the pressures on residents with the cost of living and the energy crisis 
provide so many ‘business opportunities’ for criminals to strike at the most vulnerable in the 
community. 
 
 
 

 



My work as reported at last committee with OPERATION GUARDIAN ANGEL has been put 
into operation to ensure that every possible assistance is given to residents who 
support/look after the elderly, disabled and persons with anything that renders them 
vulnerable to criminal actions. 
 
Be under no illusions whatsoever criminals will find and locate our vulnerable members of 
the community and they will look to strike. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
I cannot stress enough that in your role of councillors you may be approached at anytime 
especially on business where you may not be expecting to have to give and offer help, 
guidance and advice on matters of scams. None more so during these coming weeks that 
will find you engaging with residents on the doorsteps. 
There is no disgrace in just asking for residents to do nothing whatsoever and taking the 
time to check. Residents seeing you take your time and check will drive the advice home. 
Scams etc are becoming so good there is no need to rush advice. DO NOTHING is still a very 
sound option. 
 
 
 



ROGUE TRADERS and BOGUS CALLERS 
 

 
 
 
 



Across Ashford District there has been a real spike in Bogus Traders/work force, especially in 
rural areas that border Willesborough. 
Washing/repair of patios, roofs and a general trend in unsolicited work. 
A £150 job becomes £2000 with elderly vulnerable pensioners driven to cash points to get 
cash. 
 
Poor work and incomplete work plus vastly overprice work has struck across Ashford. 
 
In plain English it is gut wrenching to sit with the victims. Some are so ashamed they do not 
tell their families, so the police are unaware, and I cannot get alerts/warnings out. 
Some victims never ever regain their confidence, some are never really the same again or 
get over it. 
 
These areas will be of major concern to me throughout 2023 and we will all need to be at 
our very best, alert, and vigilant.  
 
I intend at a future meeting to bring a report about violence towards women and girls. 
This is a National Police campaign especially in Kent. (VAWAGs) 
I recently engaged with many SWAN C C residents whilst on a specific evening engagement 
at ADSA store. 
It was alarming to hear how unsafe females feel in Ashford and how many mentioned the 
underpasses in the area. 
 
Can I for the avoidance of doubt state that I stand against any violence against any person, 
this is just the start of work following the kidnap and brutal murder of Sarah Everard and 
the terrible loss of my colleague Julia James a serving PCSO murdered whilst off duty in 
Kent. 
You will have followed the national debate; you will have followed the criticism of the police 
and especially the MET POLICE. 
 
At the time of writing this report there was another incident of concern and I have added it 
to the end of this report. 
 
I know this to be a very busy time for you all, however the time you make for me and the 
support you give my work and to me personally is uplifting. 
 
I would like to say I see things easing on the horizon….I don’t we will need to be at our best 
going forwards 
 
Please stay safe and look after yourselves in the busy next weeks. 
Best wishes. 
 
Thank you 
Peter 
 
 
91725 Peter New Kent Police Volunteer & Community Neighbourhood Watch 



STOP PRESS ADDITION 
My appeal 

 



 

 
 


