The crash at ASHFCRD

I can omly recall ene serious irain crash at Ashford, around

1967, involving a Preight Train inthe sarly hours of the morning.

About €2.00 oo a weekday morning a short PFreight Train with about

50 wagons would leave usuvally the Marshalling Yard to reversze into

one of ithe twe t?GUEh roads betwsen the Station platforms.

Eﬂweverhlate running meant that these were upavailable, so the

Signalman followed the usual practice and routed them into the

partly emply Carriage sidings to the sast of the Station.

Unfortunately, shortly before leaving, the train was doubled in langith
in order to clear some of the empty wagons out of the Marshalling Yard.
It was only as the Brakevan crossed the points into the Carriage

Sidings that the %:r& realised that the Siding was far too short for ihe

unusually long Freight ¥rain, and that a serious crash was inevitable.

Fortunately the itrain was only doing just over I0mph, so the Guard

threw: - his bag and himself clear of the wagons and corntimied to craml. sway.
The sound of the train hiting the buffers could be heard maybe ten

miles away. The top half of the Br akwan broke away and landed in

the almost empty Car Park. The top half of the next three wagons

were severely deformed, but all the wheels stayed on the twack.

Soon & mass of the Emergency Services and Heavy Rescue ENGCINEERING
Services arrived. Fortunate.ly the Train Guard escaped with bruising
: . . . , movabla
theugh he was very s .hocked. The immedigte Job was to remove theﬁparts
of the stricken train, then fix the points so that the early morning
111
Coaching stock could be released to form the Comuter Trains.
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