
Report to Swan C.C. for August 2021 meeting 
From Peter New Police Volunteer and NHW Team member. 
 
Members will be aware that I gave my apologies in the appropriate agenda item due to my family holiday. 
 
Progress on Neighbourhood Watch continues and the NHW membership slowly grows each week 
 
As at previous meetings the need to continually stress the matters to be kept under constant review are 
especially 
Thefts from Cars, vehicles, vans, sheds, allotment sheds, garages, outbuildings and any form of external 
storage. 
The warmer weather has required me to warn residents of the need to ensure property is secure where all 
windows and doors are open due to temperatures. Even if just popping out premises must be secure. 
The ground floor must be secure when retiring for bed. 
 
Myself and PCSO Welch are in daily contact when he is on duty and he continues to make many preventative 
patrols. Some of the operational commitment cannot be disclosed at this time but we can state that ongoing 
concerns about the use of drugs across the authority is under constant review. 
 
We work very closely on “intelligence led policing” which we both passionately support hence constant 
reminders to report absolutely all crime is essential AND also attempted crime. 
 
Residents in the Samuel Peto area reported an individual who was entering car ports and searching around 
premises in the early hours of the morning. An alert went out in the area. CCTV footage obtained and at the 
time of writing this report and individual has been identified and picked up. 
 
Good solid work together with  PSCO Welch identified and an arrest was made involving an individual who had 
committed offences of a sexual nature, not directly in SWAN C.C. area but close by to be of concern to 
residents 
 
I did run a campaign about emergency services vehicle access and indeed that of refuse collection vehicles and 
normal delivery vehicles. I have attached to this report for any councillor to use in any correspondence or 
personal newsletters. 
As I said at the last meeting Car Parking/Access etc is one of the biggest “ticking bombs” in the District. This 
issue will not go away, and I believe it will focus more and more as we consult residents. It will not solve itself 
and I have included pictures of new roads (not even near SWAN C.C.) but to show everyone must get on the 
same page on this issue. This debate must be had with all partners in all directions. 
The clerks have already informed me the next newsletter is due for issue and I will run a campaign in that issue 
for you. 
 
Concern was also voiced about E SCOOTERS and I have written to the police on the matter. I am aware that 
this issue is also becoming a concern across the whole Ashford District and it is clear a common approach will 
be required by all parties involved. 
I am sure those councillors who serve on other committees will be debating this issue. 
 
A colleague who I have worked closely with in another area, PCSO Samantha Sadler, has just taken up post in 
the position of Vulnerable Persons officer at ashford Police Station. That close relationship will now become an 
asset to us when the need arises within SWAN C.C. area. 
 
At the time of writing this report I think we are well place to go forward for the remainder of the year and your 
intention to invite Ch/INSP. Nick Sparkes, Police Commander of Ashford to one of your next meetings will be 
timely to set out our work to date and our direction of travel. 
I look forward to our September meeting and further progress on our Crime and Safety work with 
Neighbourhood Watch. Thank you for your support as always 
 
Peter ( Peter New . Police Volunteer & Neighbourhood Watch Team) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
If we think the problem will go away just look at the width of some of the new roads on our 
new developments. 
 
 
 
 



Car crime campaign across Ashford District. 



 
 
Car Campaign across the Ashford District. 
 



 
 
 
When parking vehicles especially last park up for the night please leave absolutely nothing 
whatsoever on show or the vehicles is now at risk. 
 
Vehicles with goods, equipment and tools left in them overnight are especially vulnerable to 
the “chancers and opportunists” who strike during night hours. Try to leave vehicles as 
secure as possible and in a well lit area. If you see persons acting suspiciously around 
vehicles especially trying the doors CALL THE POLICE ON 999. 
 


